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which appeared equivocal and which terrified.    It was                           ]

said that the King had no need of posterity, with all the                          'i

children it had pleased God to bless him with; but now                           j!

he only needed a wife who could take charge of those                          ;

children.    Not content with passing all her days with                          '?,

the King, and allowing him, like the deceased Queen,                          i

to work with his ministers only in her presence, the                          |

Princesse des Ursins felt that to render this habit last-                          I

ing she must assure herself of him at all moments.    He                          j;

was accustomed to take the air, and he was in want                          |

of it all the more now because he had been much shut                           '/,t

*f
up during the last days of the Queen's illness, and the                          j

first which followed her death.    Madame des Ursins                          J

chose four or five gentlemen to accompany him, to the

exclusion of all others, even his chief officers, and

people still more necessary.   These gentlemen charged

with the amusement of the King, were called recrea-

dores.    With so much  circumspection,  importunity,

preparation, and rumour carefully circulated, it was

not doubted that Madame des  Ursins intended to

marry him; and the opinion, as well as the fear, became

general.    The   King  (Louis   XIV.),   was   infinitely

alarmed; and Madame de Maintenon, who had twice

tried to be proclaimed Queen and twice failed, was

distracted with jealousy.    However, if Madame des

Ursins flattered herself then, it was not for long.

The King of Spain, always curious to learn the news
from France, often demanded them of his confessor,
the only man to whom he could speak who was not
tinder the thumb of Madame des Ursins. The clever
and courageous Robinet, as disturbed as others at the
progress of the design, which nobody in the two Courts